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_MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE. 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply Is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status 



djl^esponsive to communicatlon(s) filed on ^"/^^/^^ 
i TThis action is FINAL. 



1 J Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance witfi the practice under Ex parte Quayie, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

'Claim(s) / ^ ^ 



Of the above claim(s)- 

□ Claim(s) 

Claim(s) ^--y^ Y t 



. is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



.is/are allowed. 



□ Claim(s)- 

□ Claim(s)- 



is/are rejected. 
. is/are objected to. 



- are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftspersdn's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Pri rity under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All DSome* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

•Certified copies not received: ■ 

Attachment(s) 



□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Int rview Summary, PTO-41 3 

□ Notice of Infomial Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 



Office Act! n Summary 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 9-97) 



Part of Paper No. 



*U.S. GPO: 1998-454*457/97505 
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The amendment of 5/7/03 amended claims 29, 30, 33-38 and 41-44, and 
added new claims 55 and 56. 

Claims 1-2 8 and 45-54 are withdrawn from further consideration 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, 
there being no allowable generic or linking claim. Election was made 
without traverse in Paper No. 9 of 8/28/02. 

Claims examined on the merits are 29-44, 55 and 56. 

It is noted that claim 41 is dependent on claim 32 rather than 
claim 37. Is this correct? 

Claim Objections 

Claims 29-44, 55 and 56 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: the claims are confusing and unclear by the amendment 
using different font styles for different parts of the claim with one 
font style being much lighter than the other. The same font style 
should be used throughout the claims. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 3 5 U.S.C. 

112 : 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the 
manner and process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact 
terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which 
it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best 
mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 29-44, 55 and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description 
requirement. The claim (s) contains subject matter which was not 
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described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor (s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

Adequate support is not found in the specification for R being an 
oxygen atom as in claim 29, or being an imino group as in claim 37, for 
2- (3-nitro-2-pyridine) in claims-33 and 41, for 2- (3-nitro-2- ' 
pyridine) sulfonyl) -ethylamine in claims .34 and 42, and for the degrees 
of modification of claims 55 and 56. Support is not readily apparent in 
the portions of the specification referred to by applicants for the 
limitations of the claims. The page and line where each claim 
limitation is recited should be pointed out. 

Cla.±m Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

Claims 34, 36, 42 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention . 

Claims 34 and 42 are unclear by setting forth a modified biopolymer 
without further defining the formula of claims 29 and 37. The claims 
should further limit the formula by setting forth that the biopolymer is 
hyaluronic acid and the organic moiety is 2- (3-nitro-2- 
pyridine) sulfonyl) -ethylamine. 

In claims 36 and 44, "normal or iso-substituted alkyl spacer" is 
uncertain as to meaning and scope. It would be uncertain as to spacer 
structure that is normal as compared to iso-substituted. 
The claims are free of the prior art. 
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Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE 
FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set 
to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the 
event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of 
this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the 
end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened 
statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, 
and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from 
the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to David M. Naff whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-052 0. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Friday from about 9:30 AM to about 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, a 
message can be left on voice mail. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Mike Wityshyn, can be reached at telephone 
number (703) 308-4743. 

The fax phone number is (703) 872-9306 before final rejection or 
(703) 872-9307 after final rejection. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. ' 
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